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\UCH. is the 00 of our nature, that, in the varying 

ſcenes: of life which we ſurvey, and in the ſeveral parts 
which we are appointed to act; whether the mind is afflicted with 
diſtreſs, or tranſported with delight; whether it be drooping 
under the preſſure of calamity, or enlivened by the enjoymeat of 
pleaſure, we are led by an- inſtinctive. propenſity to expreſs the 
ſtrength of our feelings, and the animation of our ſouls, in ſong. 
Every account which in theſe days of enterprize and diſcovery, 
we receive of man. in his natural and ſavage ftate, concurs in 
repreſenting him, as lifting up his voice, and exalting his affec- 
tions, on occaſions 'of extraordinary: emotions, to his imaginary 
deities, in artleſs ſtrains, accompanied ſometimes with correſpon- 
dent mulic, proclaiming their power, and ſupplicating their 
ſuperintendence, aſcribing to them the defeat .of ENEMIES, the 
honor of victory, the bleſſings of preſervation. , [ 

If we look into the hiſtory, and confult the writings of men in 
diſtant periods; if in particular we turn our eyes to the pages 
which record the tranſactions of the moſt civilized: and lettered 
countries of former times, and to the productions of the moſt 
celebrated writers, which, in the lapſe 9 time, and the deſtruqion 
of empires, have happily been preſerved, from the general 
devaſtation of revolutions, and the ravages of the deſtroying 
worm, we find hymns addreſſed to their gods, which at once 
ee, the moſt brilliant. imagination, and the moſt. de 
nina f. A taſte, 


taſte, e ir ſoppoſed favors,- 


their imagined wrath, and imploring the contin 
of- their imputed benefits. 

If again we look at other nations of the earth—people out of 
the reach of literature and ſcience—uncivilized, diſunited ; we 
perceive, even here, fo Ange this ſame turn to poetic ſtrains in 
ſinging to the honor, and invoking the protection of their deities 
leſs refined indeed, yet ſuch as nature dictates, and judgment 
approves. Now, although- -theſe-feveral-hymas, the productions 
of different ages, were compoſed under ſuch different and diſcordant 
circumſtances, of climate, ſociety, natural and acquired abilities; 
although ſome are diſtinguiſhed by the application of learning and 
genius; whilſt others, 1 and uncouth, derive their chief 
excellence from their ſimple arrangement, and appropriate images; 
yet they poſſeſs the ſame merit of conveying the genuine feelings 
of the human mind. Thus, whether a people be learned or 
ignorant, cultivated or ſavage; they invariably” celehrate- deli- 
verance from danger, victory over foes, funeral ſolemnities, joyful 
events, religious ceremonies” with the powers! f voice, and with 
inſtruments of muſic." Be it that fympathetic! affeclions are by 
theſe means more eaſily excited, and that the ſame ſpirit, whether 
of martial ardour, of triumphant exultation, of ſpiritval devotion, 
is more naturally communicated; the mind, ind every age, in 
every clime, under every government, dictates alike to all che 
ſame mode of uttering its complaints, of expreſſing. i its acknow- 
ledgments, of celebrating its religo. SLIT 

But we may go back to ſtill eatlier-periods, and more e avchentie 
teſtimony, where we ſhall receive a confirmation of what hath 
been advanced, and where we ſhall al ſo ſee, under a divine 
diſpenſation, the natural tendeney men have to give vent to their 
feelings, in loud acclamations of ſong, and Toe enk accom- 
panyments of inſtrumental muſi e 

When Moſes, and the children of Iſrael: were fore Ig 'by 
the way of the Red Sea, after they came out of Egypt, “ having 
44 0 water for themſelves, or for their rattle? When they came 
to the well at Beer, “ the” Lord fpake cunto” Moſes, Gather the 
« people together, and I Will gwe them water; then Iſrael— 
ce their mouths filled with laughter, and their hearts with Joy— 
cc ſang is" ſong Spring up, O well; fing ye unto it. The 
** « digged the well; _— s nobles of the people digged it.“ 


os,” Again; 


EP") 
Agiin; when the day of Moſes's death drew near, and he was 


about to commit tlie government of the children of Iſtael to 
Joſhua ; he, bythe: command! of the Almighty; wrote nw ſong, as 


it is expreſſed in the boch f Deuteronomy, which ſhould! teſtify 
againſt them as a. Witneſs «<wher the many evils and troubles, 
which he foreſaw awaiting their e e. idolatry, ſhould 
actually befal them. After Mloſes hat made an end of fpeaking 
« all whe * 2onvn of this ſong in the ear i the people; he charges 
them, ſaying, Set yeur hearts:untd all the: ni which I teſti fy 
% among you this dagen ye Gal [icdomtend: your children to 
« obſerve to do. For iti is not ai vain! thing for you: - hecauſe it 
is your life; and through this thing ye ſhall prolong N ways 
4 in the land whither ye go over Jordan to poſſeſs it.? 
After the children of Iſrael had done evil in the fight of the Lord, 
and provoked H im to ſell them into the hand of the Ting of Canaan, 
they cried unto the Lord to deliver them from the rod of their 
oppreſſors. And Deborah, a propheteſs, as ſhe is ſtyled, encou- 
raged the Iſraelites to revolt; and to throw off the ignominious 
yoke. She poſſeſſed a gift, or faculty of compoſing, or rather of 
uttering unptemeditated hy mans in praiſe of the Divine Majeſty, 
which, in the language of Scripture, is often called prophecying : 
many of the. pſalms of David in -particular, being prophetic of 
the life, death, reſurrection; and aſcenſion of Chriſt, thoſe who 
were ſeparated to the ſervice of ſinging them with harps, with 
pſalteries, and with cymbals,” are, in the ſacred writings, ſaid to 
prophecy. The Almighty having diſcomfited the whole hoſt of 
Canaan; <* Siſera, the captain of the hoſt, fled away on his feet 
tothe tent of Jael, the wife of Heber; he being weary and 
faſt aſleep, Jael took a nail, and an hammer in her hand, and 
went ſoftly unto him, and ſmote the nail into his temples, and 
te faſtened ĩti into the ground; ſo he died. Deborah compoſed 
a ſong, aſcribing the victory unto the Lord, and at the ſame 
time, recording the exploits of Jael, which ſhe ſung on that day 
with Barak; a compoſition, which, whether we regard; the 
ſublimity of the thoughts, or the beautiful fimplicity of the · 
expreſſions, ſtands —unrivalled; and leaves genius, learning; 
e taſte, all loſt in ſilent admir ation 
From the Jewiſh: diſpenſation, we are naturally directed testhat 
bleſſed ra, when the Redeemer of the world left the boſom 
of his Father, and took upon him our fleſh, to © become a light 
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<'titude of the heavenly hoſt, pralüng 


1699 
te to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of his people Iſrael.” 


His advent was announced ta ſhepherds, “ keeping watch over 


te their flock by night, by an Angel. accompanied with a mul 
Gad, and Gngiog! in 
er ſtrains “ Glory ta: God in . Higheſt; and on earth 
de peace, good - will towards men-. eie ad doit 
When our Lord had inſtituted the poly Sacrament, being nhode 
« to offer the great ſacrifice which was to take away the fins: of 
e the: world, He ſung an hymn: with his diſciples” '—the uſual 
hymn, it may be ſuppoſed, which was ſung in the night of the 
Paſſover— beginning at the 11g th, and ending with 1 148th 
pſalm.. So that praiſe in finging pſalms and hymns, being 
aſcribed unto the Almighty, previous to the entrance of the 
Son of God into the world, and to his departure out of it, we 
may reaſonably conclude, that © to-make melody unto the Lord,” 
_ a OY are unto God, and chere ſore the nn 
man... _ {4 bn A .eots 
| hy the Revelations of Se. Joke vr zead of the total deſtruction 
of the great city Babylon, and as an image of its deſolation, the 
Prophet declares, that “the voice wh mulicians ſhall be heard: no 
* more at all in her.” 
The Prophet furtner . ae ” the Sek of locks people 
« was heard in heaven, ſaying, Alleluia, ſalvation; *and- glory, 
* and honor, and power unto the Lord our God. And again 
* they ſaid Alleluia; and immediately after that, the voice of a 
© great multitude, as the voĩce of many waters, and as the voice 
« of mighty thunderings, was heard in banda, ſaying, Alleluia, 


for the Lord Gob Omaipotent reigneth.” Alleluia, ſynoni- 


mous with theſe words of the Pſalmiſt; „ Praiſe the Lord, O my 
« foul, praiſe the Lord: as alſo with cheſe—* bleſſed be the 
« Lord from everlaſting, and world withoue> end, and let al he 

* poopie: ſay, Amen.“ «adi 
From theſe ſeveral: paflagesvat may * — appear, that it is 
natural and congenial to the human mind to expreſs its feelings in 
ſongs and nymns; and moreover, ckat to raiſe our voices to 
the praiſe of our Creator and Redeaner—* to ſing unto the 
3 N to ſhew forth from day to day his 8 —is not 
merely an emblem of ſome part of the employment] of the Saints 
and Angtis in , e n ſuch e e is 1 
e eee | 7 200) 018 4! * 
8 Now 
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Now that pſalmody, or ſinging of pſalms, conſtituted a part of 
the public ſetwice of the Jews, is obvious from innumerable 
paſſages uf holy writ; and that, from: the time of n 
promulgation of the Goſpel, the book of pſalms or hymas, 
fi niſying, praiſes of the Lord, was daily chaunged: to the glory 
7 God, is as obviyus to the moſt . ſuperficial attention. 
When the Jewiſh! ſacrifices. were abaliſhed #5, by the offering 
« which Chriſt made of himſelf once ſor all,“ the ſacrifice of 
praiſe alone remained, as: the principal ſervice of the Chriſtian 
church; ſrveral perſons being inſpired: not only to pray divinely, 
but to prophecy alſo, or ta ſing pſalms and | hymns of praiſe, In 
this diſtinguiſhed part of. devotion the Apoſtles and Elders were 
employed; and, as we perceive from many texts of the New 
Teſtament, with their voices, were thoſe of the whole congregation 
united. From that era, through ſucceeding ages to the. preſent 
period, where the ſervice is conformable to the dictates of un- 
prejudiced reaſon, and conducive to the intereſts. of genuine piety, 
to ling praiſes unto; God, bas always formed an eſſential part of 
the | worſhip of Chriſtians. The pſalms of David, written with 
the pen of inſpiration, have, for that reaſon, the firſt; and the 
higheſt claim on the attention of a Chriſtian aſſembly. They are 
a portion of the Scriptures recommended to the more frequent 
peruſal of every man “ who; names the name of Chriſt:“ they 
contain the terrors of wrath, and the comforts of grace. In no 
other compoſitions, whether human ar divine, are ſueb appropriate 
expreſſions of praiſe to be found, To which: may be added, that 
they are applicable to everv ſituation of the ſoul, Is the heart 
troubled with the recollection of the ſins we have committed, and 
are we ſolicitous to obtain the remiſſion of them? We pour aut our 
ſouls unto God in the words of the holy Pſalmiſt; Uotg thee, 
40 Lord, will 1 lift up my ſoul, for thou art the God of wy 
* ſalvation. O remember not the ſins and offences of my youth, - 
but according to thy mercy, think thou upon me, O Lord, ſor 
© thy goodneſs. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, be merciful unto 
my ſin, for it is great.” Is the mind depreſſed by anxiety, 
and overwhelmed with affliction? We are taught to put our truſt 
in God; “ becauſe the Lord being our light and our ſalvation— 
« what then ſhall we fear? the Lord being the ſtrength of our 
e life —of what then ſhall: we. be. afraid“ Does the onl expand 
with thank ſulneſs for the mercies vouchſafed unto us? We breathe 
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-permiſſion to uſe Merri on of the Pſalms. Ir were to be wiſhed 
every Clergyman before he preſumes to introduce hymns into his Church, ſometimes 


| (aa ) 
out:expreſſions of gratitude; in the ſublime ſtrains of inſpiracion ; 
amaway give thanks voto the Lord, his praiſe ſhall ever be 
Wd cat h. O praiſe the Lord with me, and let us magmſy 


7 


< his nume together. Thou haſt turged my heavineſs/ into joy; 


e thguchaſt put off my ſackeloth, and girded me with gladneis; 
therefore will I ſing of thy praiſe! without ceaſing -O my God, 


« |. wilÞ give thanks unto» thee for ever.“ Thus, whatever be the 
affectidus exeited, the pſalms ſupply! us wich congenial and 
affectiug paſſages in which we can expreſs them. 
Now if cheſe divine compoſitions have ſuch a powerful tendency 
to fill che foul withvreligious emotions, and to tranſport it with 
extatic raptufe; if they infuſe into it holy thoughts, and pious 
reſolutions, ſurely it is defirable that they ſhould. receive every 
poſſible advantage from elegance of diction, and melody of verſi- 
fication. --Invarligr times, when the language of the countty was 
leſs perfect the tranſhation of courſe wanted many of the eſſential 
properties of metrical compoſitions. This was ſo evident, that 
an attempt has been made by many, who, to the ardour of piety, 
united elegance of taſte, and ſolidity of learning, to produce 
verſions of the ſaered hymns, which might both pleaſe the ear, 


and elevate the mind. Laudable was the motive, and in many 
inſtances, and to a certain degree, ſucceſsful the attempt: but it 


is, T believe, univerſally allowed, that the verſion” which your 
choit“, ſanctioned by your approbation, has adopted, is abun- 
dantly ſuperior to every other, both in harmony of numbers, and 
accuracy of tranſlation. The tranſlator hath adorned it with the 
graces of poetry, and the editor recommended it by the charms 
of muſic. Often hath it occaſioned painful reflections, that the 
diſcriminating ear ſhould ſo frequently be wounded, and the pious 
diſpoſition/ ſo ſeverely: ſhocked, by the extreme impropriety of 
continuing in our Church, the ſame meaſures. and harmony 
throughout a muſical compoſition; the ſeveral parts of which 
convey à different ſenſe, and produce, of conſequence, very 


different emotions. Of the neceſſity however of introducing 


N 


improved 
+ 'The Miniſter. very properly applied to the Archbiſhop of Vork for his Grace's 
s 63 tianſlation of the Pſalms. It were to be. wiſhed that 
-injudiciouſly choſen, and ſometimes manifeſtly improper, would ſhew ſo much 
reſpect and deference to the opinion and directions of his Dioceſan, as 4irft 
to obtain his concurrence and approbation. | 1 
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improved melody of the abſurdiĩty of applying the ſame returning 
notes, I not only ſpeak with diffidence, being ignorant of. the 


Principles! of the ſcience; but becauſe 1 am preeluded from 
expatiating on this part of the ſubject, by the. yery.judigious and 
elaborate diſcourſes*,/ which were firſt delivered; from this Place 


for your edification, and have ſince been publiſped for your 


peruſal. Vet, ſolicitous as ea Miniſter: of 1 Goſpel to diffuſe 
the knowledg e of the ſacred, vritings, and having ſeen; ſome 


melancholy . of, attended avith the moſt deplorable effects 
reſulting from, the miſapplication! of them, I cannot, but congra- - 
tulate you on your having introduced a vetſion of the pſalms, 
which is accompanied with a paraphraſe wortky the learning and 


the piety of the excellent and diſiatereſted editor; a paraphra 


which ſolicits the peruſal, becauſe it conveys the. ſenſe of, 4 
beautiful effuſions f: for multitudes, without ſuch. pious; aſſiſtance, 
would, it is probable, have remained ſtrangers to the holy 


reſolutions they excite, and the ſublime devotion they inſpire. 
That piety is enlivened, and devotion. heightened , by, well- 


ſelected plalmody, every: heart, powerfully feels, and every tongue 
loudly * 2 I. may here appeal to yourſelves, whether you 


do not often experience ſenſations of pieus rapture; and devout 
eeſtacy, which ate, by means of your melodious choir, peculiar to 
the ſervice of this holy temple? If then your piety be awakened, 


and your affections enkindled by the efforts of this infant eſtabliſh- 


ment, what ardour of devotion may not be expected, when all. 
are taught to “ ſing praiſes unto God with underſtanding?“ 


When, by laudable perſeverance, all ſhall have arrived at ſuch a 


degree of excellence, as, in the ſeveral parts which ſhall be 


aſſigned them, to vie with ſkilful emulation, and execute with 

ofeſſional taſte? When, according to the intended arrangement, 
ſome ſhall be ſeparated from the body of the choir, and ſo placed 
in the ſeveral parts of the Church, that, the whole congregation 
may, by ſuch judicious diſpoſition, be induced, and by. ſuch 
general aſſiſtance enabled to © lift up their voice in ſinging praiſes 


«<-unto the Lord?“ Would God that ſuch eee in this 


* „See two dee 3 by ho Rev, RICHARD: MUNKHOUSE, D. D. 
the very worthy Miniſter of St. John's. 
+ I would earneſtly recommend Mr. Mertick's Tranſlation of the Palms, para- 


very 


phraſed by the Rev. Mr. Tatterfall, as a family book.” The price is only three 


ſhillings—ſold 7 Rivingtons, London, 715 may be had 'of fall the Vookſellers. 


aboliſhed; and that the whole aſſemdly ſhould, | 


Lord of hoſts, the whole earth is full of his glory.“ 


( 22 ) 

very affecting mode of public worſhip, were made in every Church 
But many congregations are, through a variety of circumſtances, 
unable to uecomplith ſo intereſting a work. In order however to 


_ refideropſattnody ſubſervient to the purpoſes of moral, and religious 
improvement, it is exceedingly to be wiſhed that it ſhould be 


performed with the utmoſt reverence; that the cuſtom which now 


o generally prevails in the Church of England of fitting, during 


this part of the celebration of devotional exerciſe, ſhould be 

| WI 7 h one mind, 
revereatly and invariably ſtand, except where age and iafirmity 
demand indulgenee. It is unneceſſary to ſuggeſt to you, that the 
more improved men are in underſtanding, the greater their pro- 
greſs in civilization, and the higher their attainments in refine- 
ment, with the more decorum, and ſolemnity, and revetence, will 
they uniformly conduct themſelves in every act of religious ſervice, 
and of communion with their Father and their God. It is the 
conſtant practice of many pariſhes in a northern county, for the 


entire congregation— both rich and poor — men, women, and 


children, to ſtand, during this folemn'part of worſhip, with the 
book of pfalmody in their hands; and every. perſon of both ſexes, 
who has either a voice or ear, being taught a few elements of 


vocal 'muſic—nay even the untaught catch, by ſympathy, the 
general diſpoſition, and raiſe their voices, by no means unplea- 


fantly diſcordant, amidft the univerſal acclatnations, to the great 
objet of their rapturous ſong“. The general and perſonal 
edification produced by this ufion of propriety with devotion, 
ſurpaſſes, 1 am told, all imagination. Who then that is intereſted 
in the honor of God, and the bleſſings of religion, does not 
lament that every temple confecrated to his - worſhip, doth not 


-exhibit an affembly of Chriſtians, ſinging joyfully, and with 


«<ynderſtanding, wnto the Lord?” reſembling that afſembly of 
Setaphims in heaven, where © they STAND above the throne, 
© orying one to another, and ſay ing, Holy, holy, holy 1s the 


May 
I received this information from the Rev. CHARLES PLUMPTRE, M. A. 
Rector of Long-Newton, Durham, late Vicar of Hartborne, in Northumberland; 
than whom no one is, I believe, more earneſt and zealous not merely in ee 
decency and order in the publie congregation ; but alſo in promoting the moral we 
fare, and the everlaſting happineſs of the ſouls committed to his charge. Were every 
pariſh bleſſed with ſueh a Paſtor, our Churches would be crowded, our communicants 
daily encreaſing, and religion and piety would be the ornaments of our people. 
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— I preſume upon the continuance: of your attention, whilſt 
I Aatbort you t contribute according to your reſpective abilities, 
to the ſupport of the choir, anſtituted, not — much to pleaſe the 
ear, and ſoothe the imagination, as. to alkiſt, your: ng nad 
thhance ybur piet ee i 
In — your liberality, it bilde I: 1 perſusded, on 


unn to remove thr objection; which has, on ſimilar 
ocbafivns, been injudiciouſly urgeqd, kes uff ois not neceſſary 
ro ſal vation. This objection we readily admit, but that it has, 
in this inſtance, any force; we totally deny: we will further 
admit thüt it is not indiſpenſable to devotion ; yet ſurely it may, 
with no inconſiderable effect, be adapted as a preparative to 
devotion, in order ſo far to prediſpoſe the minds of the congrega- 
tion, as to bring them into a compoſed, and therefore a: proper 
ſtate for the pet formunce of this duty. But when it is thought 
expedieat chat it ſhould rnake a part of the act of devotion iel, 
in this caſe a Thoir/ muſt take the lead in the performance of the 
ſervice“ . Phe auditory I have the honor: to addteſs are equally. 
enabled by the power; as diſpoſed, I doubt not, by 1aclination to 
contribute towards the proper and effectual ſupport of an eſtabliſh- 
ment, which ſo pre- eminently tends both to give glory to God, 
and Tr erde, pms in men hs And inen when: we conſider 

+ WIT Sees eis: . pd | er: u,, 411 he 


mot | C See Malon $ ü on Plalmody. 


| nds Bibop ne addreſſi to dis C y in 1790. eee 
Charge, ſays, © in Palmody, ſing moſt ls fog and affecting part of 

divine ſervice, is now. (through a large part che l the kingdom at leaſt) rendered 
* alinoft totally uſelefs to the Church of England, where on the contrary one ſhould 
expect to find it In its Higheſt ſtare of perfection. Bat from this it is at a great 
« diſtance indeed. In . 254 pariſſres it is generally engroſſed by a {cle band ef 
* fingers, Who have been taught by ſome itinerant maſter to ſing in the worſt 
manner, a moſt wretched ſet of pſalm tunes in three or four parts, ſo complex, 
* {> Uiffitult, and fo totally void of all true harmony, that it is altogether impoſſible 
for any of the congregation to take a part with them, who therefore ſit abſorbed 
© in ſilent admiration, or total matrention, without confidering tzemſelyes as in my 
wy be tee concerned in what is going forward.“ 

this means che chief end and ketten of Pſalm finging is compleaily deferred. 

4 For whatever may have been OE to the Writ it is moſt certain chat 


Parochlal Pfalmody was orig -A to be a pan of of divine worſhip, an 
offering of 5 aa” thatikfpiving to the Almighty, in which of 
4 LI the whole congregation, as bring all equal eng , were to take an. 


val mare. And when this is done with propriety and jodgment, 3 it has a moſt 
noble and edifying effekt; and (as a very good judge of mulice] Tom poſition bas 


* wel 


* 5 _ 
4 4 


— 
- < 
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the . of this ſplendid edifice conſeerated tor the 8 
wor ſnip of Almighty: dod, vouldeit not, in your q eſtimation; 
be a reproach to your reaſon, and a ſatyr upon your wealth, were 


ſo eſſential a part of | Chriſtian devotion: neglected through an 


indifference to religion, or withheld from an apprehenſion of 
expence? To ſuch! confiderations; originating in inſenßibility, 
and ſtrengthened by that paſſion; which the Apoſtle:emphatically 


* % 


calls e the root of all: evil” you will} L am perſuaded, gives this 


day an vnqueſtionable! and; convincingupr are 
ſuperior. Need I deſeribe tou the mighty advantages which 
will neceſſarily and unavoidablyteſult from the eſtabliſhment of 
this excellent inſtitution? Need l deſcribe to you the vaſt 
multitudes who, in contempt of human, and defiance of divine 
laws, appropriate the Lord's Day toq their ohn purſuits, ſeldom 


Innocent, often profligate ; ſome of whom ed by accident, others 


induced by curioſity, and not affe prompted by inclination, te 
viſit this dwelling of the. Lord of hoſts, merely for the purpoſe of 
hearing the melody of the choir, may become not occaſional; but 
conſtant attendants upon it; and may learn to very many a neu- 


leflon to “ praite God, not only with their lips, but f in their 


c lives?'” Need SE repreſent to you the comfort and ſatis faction 
you may introduce into your families, and conſequently eſtabliſh in 
your own minds, by inſpiring your ſervants, as well your domeſtics, 
as thoſe employed in your ſeveral occupations, with a love of 
pſalmody, which will moſt eaſily be done by requiring theſe, and 
perſuading thoſe to Join in the public-worſhip of this houſe of 
prayer? Need 1 repreſent to you, how much it is your intereſt; not 
only to remove every prejudice, obviate every objection, and ſilence 
every complaint, which ignorance. may urge, and indifference 
alledge againſt an uniform attendance on the ſervice of the Church, 
54 alſo” to DOE: out the ee e the -moſt 
N mT; fasching 


0 2 e it)“ «forms. one * the WY (ens . kane piety that 
human nature can afford. Many of thoſe, who ſeparate from opr communion 
« underſtand perfectly well the uſe and force of this commanding, inftrument of 
< devotion, and apply it with, ſucceſs, With the ſame attention, and with perhaps 

ſtill more ſkilful management, its ſuccefs, in our Own churches would be ſtill —— 
and the effects ef it in various points of view would be much more important 
< than many are perhaps aware gf. It would, operate. as a very powerful attradion 
to our people; it would render our congr ations , more numerous and more 
conſtant, it would enliven and animate their } xl and add. one. charm, more 


to our excellent form of worſhip.” 2 the whole Charge; it is fold by 
Rivingtons, London, 


( 26 ) 

kitatiag allurements, to prevail with men to appropriate to 
themſelves the edification and devotion which every well-diſpoſed 
mind, may, by the bleſſing of God, feel and experience on earth, 
as an emblem, and an bees of. the happineſs of heaven? 
Convinced of the utility of the inſtitution, permit me to entreat 
you to ſhew, your approbation of it by your liberality. Your 
contributions are, you willo recollect, to he diſtributed, and to 
conſiſt of the moſt judicious: diſtributions, among perſons, with 
whoſe characters you are acquainted, and who (bind; themſelves 
under a public and ſolemn; engagement, to exemplary conduct; 
for it would be inconſiſtent indeed, in men Who are employed in 
« ſinging to the praiſe and glory of God, to diſgrace themſelves, 
and to diſhonor the Almighty, either by notorious profſigacy, or 
even by partial obedience. Rather let me recommend it to you 
who compoſe the-choir, to ſhew in your whole deportment, that 

the devotion which you communicate: to others, influences your- 
ſelves. You will, by theſe means, make a ſtriking and powerful 
appeal to the hearts of the congregation in behalf of your fund; 

and however your choir may encreaſe in numbers, you will. have 
an abundant reſource in the attachment and affection of all who 


are ſolicitous for the tucoels: of the Folpel, and the Soles. of 
its bleſſings. al oY 1s 330 VI1SY3 [10 bat 

That the choir may an be in a progreſſive ſtate with 
reſpect to numbers, cannot to the inhabitants of a commercial 
town, be an objeRion of indifference; becauſe the cultivation of 
the knowledge of the principles of. muſic, and, the. endeavor. to 
arrive at a certain degtee of excellence in the execution of it, 
may be an amuſement, as agreeable, and at the ſume time as 
uſeful, as any Which can be propoſed to young people, who, during 
the intervals of buſineſs, might devote themſelves to leſs laudable, 
and leſs innocent purſuits. This, however deſirable it muſt be to 
parents and maſters who ate peculiarly intereſted in the principles 
they adopt, and the conduct they purſue, can only be accompliſhed 
by little gratifying donations, preſented individually to the choir, 
which will be-confidered as incentives to diligence, motives to 
We and teſtimonies of e And. LY louder, or 
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it may not be made in vain! For men, thoſe eſpecially in 2 towe? 
ſphere, Who entitely abſent themſelves from an attendance on 


divine drdinanbes, inftoenced neithef by the reſtraints of prinéiple, 


nor the ſenſe of religion camet be expected to be peaceable 


eitizens ; deluded: by the factious; and enflamed by the artful,; 
they will naturally become diſſatisffed in their minds, and turbu- 
tent in their mannes, If, en the other hand, they learn their 
feligien from conventicles, I appeal te obſervatibn and experietice; 
Whether they do net often, it may be, inſenfibly, imbibe un 
abhorrence of the Church; diſaffection to Majeſty, and an haired 
of Güvernment. To" eftabliſh quiet, perpetuate order, and 
pfeſerve property, we muſt implant vital Religion in the hearts 
of men“. This will be the higheſt prof of our loyalty, the 
ſtrangeſt teſtimony of our attachment te che perſon of dur King, 
and of Gbedienee ts his Government; and every other will, 
without this, be ne better than ſeeking a weak ſtay againſt à 
tottering wall, by which we ſhall ſooher or later be eruſhed in 
pieces, and buried under its ruins: ' Be it thea your endraver te 
diſſeminate pure and genuine Religion; and Thould your ardour 
lead you not '6Aly te feèommend it as & comfort, but in your 
ſeveral families even to impoſe it as an obligation; yet let it be 
always, and upon every occaſion, attractive in its mien, and 
vr 9363 2vMSrgony ai od Tln ze yarn ods al ragügiog 
= That the proſperity, if not the exiſtence of the Church of England, depends 
on the diſſeminating religion through the community at large, is a propoſition to 
which rb thinking man will, 1 appretieind, withhold his aſſent. Every mean 
therefore; obpht ts be ethbraced; and every cifeumſtaſee laid hold of by all whio 
are perſqaded of the truth of its doctrines, and the purity of its worſhip, te induce 


men to attend it, that all may improve their minds by religious knowledge; and 


invigorats their ſouls by evangelieal cönſolations. Bat the moſt efficacious fopport 
mint Be derictd ffom tht labofs, and the attehtions of the PAROCHIAL, CLERGY. 
Would Every Paſtor perſonally vit che flock of whith he is overſeer ;; would he go 
from heuſe to houſe to perſuade all committed to his charge, to habitnate themſelves 
to ah uniform attendance on the Church, and a devout celebration of the Sacrament ; 
Would he, by cogent argüments, and affeRtionare entreaties, endeaver to Eſtabliſh 
domeſtic. worſhip in evety family; Would he igſtead ef merely reading the prayers 
of the Church in the 1 by deliver an awakening. Sermon, or Catechetical 
Lecture, adapted to the circumſtances, . and level to the, comprehenſion of his 
hearers; would he frequently, an regularly catechize the childreh, and young 
people; would he, on the Sunday evenings, ſupetintend his pariſh, aſſiſted by the 
Church-officers, and faiftioned by his printypal phrihoners, to prevent noiſe/ahd 
diflipation, and preſerve quiet and order; the national Church, inſtead of drooping 
through inattention, and withering through neglect, would, ſupported by zeal, 
and foſtered by piety, proſper and flouriſh, and under its branches, the Conſtitution 
of the Country, and the Property of Individuals would repoſe in ſafety. 


En 
engaging in its intercourſe. Remove every obſtacle to attendance 
upon public worſhip. Offer every inducement to lead all men, 
but more eſpecially your own houſhold, ro the Courts of the 
Lord's houſe. Tour zeal to eſtabliſh: ai principle of Religion in 
the heart, and to promote irs influence in the conduct of men, 
may not be ſo ſucceſsful, as might naturally be” wiſhed, and 
reaſqnably expected, conſidering the advantages it propoſes _ 
the bleſſings it beſtows, « as well in the life that iow is, 48 in tha 
« which is to come.” But ſhould your intention, in this t © 
Chriſtian charity be defeated, you may have the fa On. of 
Knowing that the faculty of ſpeech, by which they ate diſtinguiſhed | 
from the brute. creation, is not always exerted in uttering lies, or 
imprecating curſes, but is ſometimes employed in celebrating 
the praiſes of Him who hath. endowed them with it—that. their 
voice is raiſed in ſhewing forth the ſalvation, which his compaſſion 
preſcribed,. and his love accompliſbed. And ohe of the moſt 
efficacious methods which piety can plan, and munificenee encou- 
rage, will be the ſupport together with the increaſe of your choir; 
« whoſe lips,” like the Pſalmiſts, “will greatly rejoice, when they 
«ſing unto God, and ſo will their ſouls which He hath redeemed.” 
May, the Almighty. diſpoſe, your hearts to this work, and labor of 
love! And may He of his mercy grant that we, all; after ſinging 
praiſes to Him on earth, may be admitted to the tranſcendent 
honor, and fupreme feliciry of ſinging: praiſes to Him in heaven, 
accompanied with the choir of Angels, and of Archangeis,, 
© when time ſhall be no more!” 
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5 A SERMON; preathed: at Kmbrechro?; Tt | Torr the Sunda 
eth. en by e to Aber 1 
Ats. 170 Aae 250 rot at Tb * 
7 © 93012 
A SERMON, ; teached at the e Eh A aa of Chester, 
Holen at Boroughbrid e, September, 2d, 1784, in Long iahop impartiall 
considered, How far METHOPDISM conducés to the Interests of of Ohris. 
tianity, and the Welfare of 11 2 Published by HIS LORDSHIEP's 
Sanne 515 TT 9711310 "5% ogg 57 50 11 
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A A SERMON, preached at AFL] October 15 8 1754, a the 
ermission, to the 


oyal 8 Volunteer Foresters. Dedica PAX 
UGH 557 ORD H Pre 


3HT HONOURABLE LORD LOUGHBORO! 
CHANCELLOR- of GREAT BRITAIN. 1 5555 


Fo 1 


A: SERMON, | preached: at Seck peel e Day, 


March 25th; 1795. Dedicated, by Permission, to the, HONOURABLE 
and RIGHT REVEREND the LORD BISHOP of DU 


1 SERMON, preached at Knaresbro', October 23d, 1796, on occasion 
of a Form of Thanksgiving being read for the late abundant Harvest. 


A SERMON, hn at the Visitation holden at Skipton. Published 
at the Request of the Ordinary and Clergy, 


4 


hs SERMON, preached at Great-QusSeborne, December 19th, 1797, 


-the day appointed for a General Thanksgiving. Dedicated, by Permission, 


to the RIGHT REVEREND the LORD BISHOP of CHESTER.— 
Price Three-pence, or Twelve for Half-a-Crown. Hunbly recommended 
to the Nobility, Gentry, Merchants, &c. to distribute among their Tenants, 
Servants, Manufacturers, &c. &c. 


